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Tryon 6min v2 
Faith Fitzpatrick (USGS), Kristen Acock (Portland BES), Jennifer Devlin (Portland BES), Tim Whitesel (US Fish and Wildlife Service, Columbia River Fisheries Program Office), Matt Brennan (Herrera Environmental)

Faith:
We’re standing on the banks of Tryon Creek down at the confluence with the Willamette River, and this site was recently rehabilitated, added some flood plain areas, as well as habitat, and some longitudinal connections.  A lot though had to go into this project before even the construction equipment started moving.  What was involved?  I imagine it was quite a lot of work.
Kristen:
In 2003, the City of Portland and the City of Lake Oswego and Metro bought this property from a private property owner, and then over the next two years, the various property owners and other partners including U.S. Fish and Wildlife and ODOT, our Department of Transportation who owns the culvert just about 1,000 feet upstream, a lot of the partners got together to think about what needed to be done to this area to improve the habitat and improve the fish passage into the state park upstream.  And so then in 2006 we built the first phase of the project, which specifically involved the culvert and the first couple hundred feet of the creek upstream. 

That was in 2008 that we built that, and then in 2010 this year we built this lower 1,000 feet to improve the habitat and the access to that area.
Faith:
Matt, what was involved with some of the longitudinal connections that were made?
Matt:
The two main considerations that we had in restoring the site were creating a flood plain, opening up the channel where a flood plain didn’t exist before to help slow the flow down when water levels came up.  Previously, this was just a shoot going down to the river.  And then the second consideration really was improving and creating habitat within the channel itself using a lot of large wood and rock materials.  But we also raised the channel bed up near the culvert under the highway on the upstream end of the project, and what was to help fish passage to the upper part of the watershed.
Faith:
So, you had a perch situation that you needed to take care of in order to get fish to be able to get through there.
Matt:
Yeah.  At lower flows the culvert was perched, so we raised the channel bed to allow them access during those conditions.
Faith:
And Tim, what are some of the considerations from the fish side of things that were important for this site?
Tim:
Well, historically we know that there were Cutthroat and Rainbow in here as well as probably Coho Salmon and Steelhead and currently upstream we find Cutthroat and Rainbow.  We don’t find the other species right now at least in terms of spawning.  So one of the goals is to restore not only the passage but the downstream area to help those species as well as species from up the Willamette or up the Columbia that are listed under the Endangered Species Act and we know come down and use the mouths of tributaries in this area.
Faith:
And one of the things, this is a very urban watershed kind of at the downstream end of the pipe.  What were some of the things that are going on in the upper part of the watershed that help control storm flow and improve water quality?
Jennifer:
Right.  So the City of Portland has been designing and installing green streets and rain gardens in the upper watershed to intercept the storm water off of streets, slow it down, evapotranspirate it, pull out some of the pollutants and basically treat the storm water before it enters the pipe and then comes into Tryon Creek. 
Faith:
Part of doing a project like this involves all these various aspects of monitoring, and I know, Tim, you had mentioned monitoring for fish.  How about the other – do you have a volunteer component to that as well?

Tim:
So the Fish and Wildlife Service is largely responsible for leading the monitoring associated with fish, and there are other monitoring needs with things like water quality, flow characteristics, riparian habitat, that kind of thing.  And we’re actually in the beginning stages of trying to develop a community-based monitoring project.  I’m working largely in conjunction with the Friends of Tryon Creek Group, which is a nonprofit group, and hopefully that will go well. 

Faith:
You have a lot of interaction among both all the agencies and the different cities that are involved takes a lot of planning as well as community organizations as well.
[End of Audio]
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